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Governor McDonnell Announces Amtrak 

Virginia
SM

 to Norfolk to Start December 12, 2012 
Tickets now available for one-seat trip from Norfolk to as far as Boston 

 

RICHMOND – Governor Bob McDonnell announced today that Amtrak Virginia’s Northeast 

Regional service extension to and from Norfolk will start December 12, 2012, providing a same-

seat trip from Norfolk to Washington, DC, Baltimore, New York City and as far north as Boston.  

Tickets are now available for purchase. 

 

“The partnership between the Commonwealth and Amtrak to bring an Amtrak Virginia 

station to the city of Norfolk reflects my administration’s commitment to continue to make 

progress in improving our transportation networks for the state,” said Governor McDonnell. “By 

providing the citizens of Virginia an alternative way to get to and from Southside Hampton 

Roads, it takes cars off the highways, helping ease congestion on already highly-traveled roads. 
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The new station provides a one-seat ride to Richmond, Washington, DC and major cities along 

the northeast corridor, offering an economical and environmentally-friendly way to travel.” 

 

“The new Norfolk passenger rail service is just the latest example of the great partnership 

we have with the Commonwealth to expand transportation options for Virginians,” said Amtrak 

President and CEO Joseph Boardman.  “Virginia is a leader in passenger rail and Amtrak is 

proud to help bring their vision to reality.” As part of the extension to Norfolk, the service will 

also stop at the Petersburg Station in Ettrick. 

 

Passengers may book travel via Amtrak.com, the mobile app, or by calling 1-800-USA-

RAIL for any station along the route between Norfolk and Boston using the train numbers 

below: 

 

Northbound Norfolk Service 

Days Train 

Number 

Departs Norfolk Arrives 

Washington, DC 

Monday – Friday 174 4:50 a.m. 9:44 a.m. 

Saturday – Sunday 88 6:05 a.m. 10:55 a.m. 

 

Southbound Norfolk Service 

Days Train 

Number 

Departs 

Washington, DC 

Arrives Norfolk 

Monday – Friday 125 3:55 p.m. 8:50 p.m. 

Saturday 71 7:00 p.m. 11:48 p.m. 

Sunday 157 4:00 p.m. 8:48 p.m. 

 

 One-way ticket prices for the new service will start at the following prices for service 

from Norfolk to: 

 

Washington, DC $38 

Philadelphia $51 

New York $63 

Boston $73 

 

*Fares listed are current as of August 30, 2012, require reservation at least 14 days prior to 

departure and may not be available at all times. 

 

Secretary of Transportation Sean Connaughton said, “Thanks to the hard work of our 

partners, CSX, Norfolk Southern and the City of Norfolk, for completing the necessary upgrades 

for this service and making it possible to launch 10 months earlier than originally projected. This 

new service is will greatly benefit Southside Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia. The 

economies of these two regions are intertwined and starting this service will strengthen them 

both.” 

 

“The people of Southside Hampton Roads will now have another transportation option 

when making their travel plans outside the region, in addition to the benefiting the environment 

http://www.amtrak.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/amtrak/id405074003?ls=1&mt=8


by taking more cars off the road, improving air quality, and saving fuel,” said Thelma Drake, 

Director of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation. “This new service is a 

significant expansion of the Commonwealth’s passenger rail service. I appreciate the 

commitment of Amtrak, CSX, Norfolk Southern and the City of Norfolk to make this new 

service a reality.” 

 

The round-trip train will bring intercity passenger rail service to Norfolk for the first time 

since 1977, and will link Norfolk with a same-seat ride to Richmond, Washington, D.C. and 

cities as far north as Boston. 

 

Norfolk Mayor Paul D. Fraim said, “The return of passenger rail service to Southside 

Hampton Roads adds an important transportation alternative for business and military travelers 

as well as the general public.  It is the result of dedicated, visionary leadership at the state and 

local level that will benefit the region far into the future.”  

 

The Norfolk train marks the third service expansion launched under the Amtrak Virginia 

partnership, which has introduced state-supported service to/from Richmond and Lynchburg 

since October 2009. Virginia is the 15th state to partner with Amtrak for intercity passenger rail 

service, and the successful launch of these new services is made possible through the partnership 

between DRPT, Amtrak and the host railroads along the routes.  

 

Virginia routes had sizable gains in fiscal year 2011 over fiscal year 2010 with increases 

of 28.5 percent on the Washington-Lynchburg route and 19.1 percent on the Washington-

Newport News route. 

 

About Amtrak Virginia: 

Amtrak Virginia is a program developed by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public 

Transportation (DRPT) and Amtrak to provide more rail travel choices in Virginia.  The new 

service promotes economic, tourism and environmental benefits. For more information visit 

amtrakvirginia.com. 

 

About Amtrak®:  

Amtrak is America’s Railroad®, the nation’s intercity passenger rail service and its high-speed 

rail operator.  A record 30.2 million passengers traveled on Amtrak in FY 2011 on more than 

300 daily trains – at speeds up to 150 mph (241 kph) – that connect 46 states, the District of 

Columbia and three Canadian Provinces. Amtrak operates intercity trains in partnership with 15 

states and contracts with 13 commuter rail agencies to provide a variety of services.  Enjoy the 

journey® at Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information.  Join 

us on facebook.com/Amtrak and follow us at twitter.com/Amtrak. 
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